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Help Your Child Read Like a

Champion!

Why is reading so important?

Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only

perform better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a

broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better understanding

of other cultures. In fact, there’s evidence to suggest that reading for

pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does well at school than

their social or economic background.

What difference could I make as a parent?

The short answer is: a lot! Parents are by far the most important educators

in a child’s life and it’s never too early or too late for a child to start, even if

you’re only reading with your child for a few minutes a day.
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Follow these Top Tips to help your child become a

Champion Reader!

● Use the Books Trust Book Finder to help your child find a book which

appeals to them -

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/

● Make books part of your family life – Always have books around so

that you and your children are ready to read whenever there’s a

chance.

● Join your local library – Get your child a library card. You’ll find the

latest video games, blu-rays and DVDs, plus tons and tons of fantastic

books. Allow them to pick their own books, encouraging their own

interests.

● All reading is good – Don’t discount non-fiction, comics, graphic

novels, magazines and leaflets. Reading is reading and it is all good.

● Read again and again – Encourage your child to re-read favourite

books and poems. Re-reading helps to build up fluency and confidence.

● Bedtime stories – Regularly read with your child or children at

bedtime. It’s a great way to end the day and to spend valuable time

with your child.

● Share more advanced books with your child - It is also important to

read to your child. This is an opportunity for them to hear stories and

language at a higher level than they can read alone. Research shows

that hearing texts read aloud is a significant source of vocabulary

acquisition. Use audio books/ Amazon Audible too.

● Get comfortable! – Snuggle up together somewhere warm and cosy,

whether it’s in bed, on a beanbag or on the sofa. And make sure your

child has somewhere comfy to read on their own too.

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
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VIPERS - Questions to Ask your Child as they Read

Useful Websites for Encouraging Reading at Home

Great Books Guide - https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/

HomeTime - https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/

Oxford Owl Free EBooks - https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/

